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Gujo Hachiman is well known for its crystal-clear water, and local people’s lifestyle with the water. Many cities in Japan have lost Japanese traditional ways in living, but Gujo-Hachiman still
preserves them well. That’s why not only Japanese but also people from abroad appreciate its fascinating nostalgia, and the water, Gujo-Odori dance, local foods and the castle town culture.
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©® Gujo-Hachiman Castle

It was built on the top of the mountain in 1559.
Now people can have the panoramic view from
there. There is a tragedy of Oyoshi who was the
most beautiful young lady in this region. After
repeated failures to make up the foundation of
the castle, she became a human sacrifice.
According to the legend, her weeping is still

heard around the castle at night.

O The statue of Gujo-odori
Gujo-odoriis one of the largest summer dance
festivals in Japan. The locals and tourists
dance together in a big circle. The festival is
held for a period from the mid-July to the
beginning of September. During the Obon
(August 13 through 16), dances continue
through the night until the morning. Most of
dancers are wearing Yukata (cotton summer
kimono) and Geta (Japanese traditional
wooden clogs) just like the statue.



© Hon-machi

This area has been for merchants from old times. So there are a lot of
shops and restaurants that you can enjoy shopping or eating:
Japanese Sake, variety of goods, Miso paste (Japanese seasoning),
confectionary, Kimono fabric, pottery, Soba noodles.

O Sugi-tama at a Sake brewery and
Nanten-dama at a merchant

Sugi-tama is a ball-shaped object which is made of Japanese cedar
leaves. New green Sugi-tama is hung under the eaves of Sake brewery
when new Sake is ready. Nanten-dama is a ball-shaped object which is
made of the nandina fruits. Gujo-Hachiman is the major nandina-
producing district in Japan. The nandina is called Nanten in Japanese.
Nanten is considered a lucky word because Japanese people catch the
mean that you can shift Y

the troubles to better
situation from the word.
Some merchants hang
up them under the
eaves through the year.
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@ Sogi-sui (spring)
This spring became the first spring
water to be recognized as one of
the 100 best waters in Japan. The
clear water is gushing out from
under the small shrine where the
god of water is worshiped. Sogi-sui
is the symbol of Gujo Hachiman.
The water flows into 4 rectangular
pools. The water in every section is
used for different purposes.

@ Unique building design of traditional houses

They look two-storied houses from the front
and four-storied ones from the back. This is a
special architectural construction for the
steep slope where the houses stand. The 2nd
basement is storerooms, the 1st basement is
bathroom and washroom, the 1st/ground
floor is the entrance hall and drawing room
and kitchen, the 2nd floor is bedrooms.

O Wonderful scenery in Gujo-Hachiman

These two bridges over the river are well known. One of them is
Miyagase-bashi. This is one of the best points to take photos. The view
from here is very beautiful. Gujo-Hachiman Castle is seen in Gujo on
the top of the mountain, and the clean river is under the bridge. In
summer a lot of children play and swim in the river, and many people
come and fish here
through the year.
The other bridge is
the highest one in
this town. It is a
quite famous point
where local boys
jump into the river
from.

@ The gourmet foods and snacks

There are many original gourmet foods in this town. While you are walking
around the town, please find and try some of dozens of popular snacks,
such as Mitarashi-dango (sweet rice dumplings), Hidagyu-korokke (beef
taste croquette), Shiratama-zenzai (sweet red-bean soup with rice
dumplings), etc.

® Hands-on experience at the food replica shop
Food replicas are displayed at the restaurants. The person who developed
the food replica business in Japan was from Gujo-Hachiman. That's why
many makers and shops of food replica are in this town. You can
experience to make them at some shops in this town. The Sample-Kobo is
one of shops where you can try to make them, enjoy shopping them and
see the craftsmen making them.

® Yanaka-mizu-no-komichi
This path is a pocket park, its theme is
water, and called Yanaka-mizu-
no-komichi. Three machiya around here
are small museums. Each of them
introduces Japanese cultures, such as
tea ceremony culture, Japanese-style
paintings and handicrafts and arts. The
Machiya Café Saito has pure Japanese
style Tatami- mat rooms and a courtyard.
Drinking powdered green tea there will
be a nice experience.

® Rakugei-kan (museum) and Kyuchosha-Kinenkan

Rakugei-kan was built in 1904 as a private hospital. Its Greek style
architecture was very popular in those days, and now it is a National
Registered Cultural Property. Kyuchosha-Kinenkan is a western style
architecture which was built in 1936. The latest technology in those
days was used when it was built. It is also a National Registered
Cultural Property. In this building there are tourist information center
and rest rooms for free.

This path is also a pocket park like
the @. Different kinds of beautiful
fishes and carp are swimming in
the waterway. They are not afraid
of people so that visitors can
enjoy seeing them at close range.

Gujo-Hachiman, the town of

“Kokoro-no-Furusato” of the crystal-clear
water and Gujo-Odori Dance Festival

@® Local children and Shin-bashi (bridge) - refer @

The river is the special place to play
for local children for generations.
They jump into the river from the
bridge to show how brave they are.
The bridge is about 12 meters high
from the water surface. It is same
with a four-storied building. The water
is about 5 meters deep. They start
jumping from much lower rocks, and
gradually try from higher ones. When
finally they are ready, some of them
jump into the river from this bridge.

® Han-ko (a school for Samurai sons)

~ This building used to be a Han-ko
(school). The policy of the pupils was
to be excellent both of scholarship
and the martial arts. Samurai (warrior)
sons started to learn reading and
writing at 7-8, and learned martial arts
later. They commonly completed the
courses at 14-20. This building is now
used as a Ryokan (Japanese style hotel), Bizen-ya. The appearance of
the building has been preserved. There are about 40 Ryokan and
Minshuku (small inn) in this area.

@ Jokamachi Plaza

It has parking lot for sight-seeing buses and cars. The bus stop of
expressway/motorway for Gifu/Nagoya is also located here. Tourist
information center and stalls are
inside of the building. Vegetables
and special products produced in
Gujo are sold at the stalls. Free
rest rooms are available 24 hours.

® Mizubune (drinking fountain)

I . The mountains surrounding Gujo
contain many limestone rocks. So
the city water is soft water and
delicious. There are many points
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